


globalization in academic urban studies concentrates on the links, networks and intertwined 
economies of the world’s major metropolitan centres. Spaces of the global South beyond 
the usual small set of high-profile megacities are shortchanged, and broader realities of 
intersection often fall away with the economistic emphases. There is a growing list of 
exceptions to my general claims. But scholarship still must do more to show the complicated 
life of the transversal geographies across and between places – what Glissant (1989) 
variously called the ‘subterranean’ and ‘submarine’ cultural connections. This essay builds 
on the many recent works of southern and postcolonial urban studies that have contested 
the universalizing and reductive tendencies of urban theory out of the global North, by 
making a case for rethinking the so-called ‘infrastructural turn’ in urban studies from an 
African standpoint. Taking the ideas of ‘re-description’ and the ‘make+shift city’ from the 
recent work of Simone and Pieterse (2017: 62) and running with their claim that ‘it is 
the character of the articulations among cities that is increasingly critical’, I build from three 
decades of ethnographic fieldwork in Zanzibar to re-describe its cosmopolitan globality and 
infrastructure projects in Africanist terms.  
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The approaches to planning which have originated in the “global North” are frequently 


