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	 SUMMARY

•	 International agreement on greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
remains a key issue for COP17. The absence of political will makes 
reaching agreement on legally binding targets unlikely; therefore 
other, voluntary pledges will need to be pursued 

•	 Voluntary pledges arguably represent the first truly global action to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions; the COP will have an important 
role in scrutinising these pledges  

•	 It is important for COP17 to establish an appropriate framework 
for the measurement, reporting and verification of pledges which 
recognises the concerns of developing countries 

•	 Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation is 
an important component in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions; 
however, considerable challenges persist in its implementation 

•	T he operationalisation of the technology mechanism will be a key 
objective for COP17 

•	 Delivery on developed countries’ financial commitments and the 
implementation of the Green Climate Fund poses a particular 
challenge for the COP

•	 It is essential that COP17 makes progress on these key issues and, 
in particular, clarifies the future framework for pledges to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions

UCL Students’ Climate Forum 





reported and verified both domestically and internationally, and 



	 NOTES
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