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develop a ‘social physics’ based on the laws of
large numbers, finding immutable patterns in social
phenomena, and deriving large-scale regularity





more clearly. He illustrates this in relation to a
range of topics: the problem of informed consent;
counselling before an HIV test (one of his post-
graduate students went for a test at twenty different
German clinics and was misinformed in most of
them); the O.J. Simpson case (where Gigerenzer
clearly separates the question of how likely it is that
someone who batters his wife will subsequently
murder her—not very, it seems—from the question
of how likely it is, given that a woman has been

murdered, that she has been murdered by the
person who previously battered her: pretty high by
all accounts; and the problems of communicating
the complexities of DNA fingerprinting to judges,
lawyers and jurors, many of whom seem to be
virtually innumerate. The book is at times a little
discursive, but its quality is not in question; nor is
there any doubt that the problems it raises are
important ones that are likely to become more so in
the future.
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