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National Poisons Information Service-Guy's Hospital
Guidelines for users

(1) The caller should be ready to give the name of the
suspected agent(s) involved as accurately as possible.
Since the manufacturer's name or other details may
also be needed, container(s) should, if possible, be at
hand. In addition the following information is usually
required.

(a) the patient's name and age
(b) timeof exposure
(c) anyapparentsignsorsymptoms
(d) treatment already given

(2) Patients or relatives should not be asked to
telephone the information service since inquiries from
the general public cannot be answered. The
emergency information service answers inquiries only
from hospitals, general practitioners, and other
emergency services.

(3) The caller may subsequently receive a follow up
questionnaire requesting information regarding the
outcome of the poisoning. These should be filled in and
returned to the information service as they are
essential to permit the compilation of acute poisoning
in man, especiallyesp 9.96 0  Td oi-9.96 Td /F1 11.20 T Tf 71.17 TTj /F1 11.new 0 Td (ato) Tj1tion mergency





BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 289 17 NOVEMBER 1984 1367

academic difficulty with the medical course rather than being used
as a competitive discriminant.
Many problems of assessing motivation and ability would be

resolved if a greater proportion of entrants applied after a first
degree course (in a manner akin to US graduate school), or after
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