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Key to abbreviations  
 
AB Academic Board 
CIF  Capital Investment Framework 
ESPS European Social and Political Sciences 
ESRC Economic and Social Research Council 
HEFCE Higher Education Funding Council for England  
HEI  higher education institution 
MRC Medical Research Council 
NPP Research Department of Neuroscience, Physiology and Pharmacology 
OFFA  Office for Fair Access 
QR Quality-related research [funding] 
REF Research Excellence Framework 
SLMS School of Life and Medical Sciences 
SMT  [Provost’s] Senior Management Team 
SoP School of Pharmacy 
UCL SERAus UCL School of Energy and Resources, Australia 

 

 2



Academic Board – 2 March 2011 – Minutes 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

he 

                                                

 
19 MINUTES 
 
 Approved  

  
 19.1 The Minutes of the AB meeting held on 20 October 20102 [AB Minutes 

1-17, 2010-11] were confirmed by the Board and signed by the Chair. 
  

 19.2 The Minute of the AB Special Meeting held on 16 December 20103 
[AB Minute 18, 2010-11] were confirmed by the Board – subject to t
addition of Dr Patrick Lewis to the list of those present – and signed 
by the Chair. 

 
 
20 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 [see also Minutes 22 and 24 below] 
 
20A Council approval of Academic Board recommendations 
 [AB Minute 8, 2010-11] 
  
 Noted 
 
 20A.1 At its meeting on 24 November 2010 Council had approved, on the 

recommendation of AB, the annual report 2009-10 of the Disability 
Committee.  

 
20B Election of members of Academic Board to other committees 
 [AB Minute 10, 2010-11] 
  
 Received 
 
 20B.1 APPENDIX AB 3/17 (10-11) – a note of AB members elected to other 

UCL committees for the two academic years 2010-11 and 2011-12 
following elections conducted in the Autumn Term 2010. 

 
20C European Social and Political Sciences (ESPS) – contact time 
 [AB Minute 18.13, 2010-11] 
 
 Reported 
 
 20C.1 Following comments made by an AB student member at the last 

meeting to the effect that he had three hours per week contact time 
on the ESPS programme, the Academic Director of the programme 
had confirmed that, excluding non-timetabled support from the 
dissertation supervisor in the second, third and fourth years, the 
student concerned had an average contact time per week of a little 
over 6.5 hours, while students not taking the dissertation option 
received 8 hours contact time per week.  

 
 

 
2  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/academic-services/governance/ab/documents/minutes/1011/ab_101020.pdf 
 
3  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/academic-services/governance/ab/documents/minutes/1011/ab_101216.pdf 
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21 AWARDS TO UCL STAFF 
  
 Received 
 
 21.1 APPENDIX AB 3/18 (10-11) – a note on the award of major prizes 

etc to members of the academic community of UCL since the 
October 2010 meeting of AB. 

 
 Reported 
 
 21.2 The list of awards represented an extraordinary array of success. 

The Provost also drew AB’s attention to the previous day’s 
announcement by the Minister of State for Universities and Science, 
confirming Department for Business, Innovation and Skills funding for 
the UK-wide 2012 birth cohort study led by Professor Carol Dezateux 
of UCL’s Institute of Child Health. The total grant was worth £28.5 
million and was additional to funding of £5m previously confirmed by 
the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and the Medical 
Research Council (MRC).  

 
 
 
22 FUTURE FUNDING POSITION  
 [AB Minutes 6 and 18, 2010-11] 
 
 Received 
 
 22.1 An oral report by the Provost. 
 
 Reported 
 
 22.2 Publication of the Coalition Government’s Higher Education White 

Paper, previously expected in mid-March, had been postponed until 
May 2011. As HEIs were required to determine their proposed 
UK/EU undergraduate fee levels in time to prepare draft access 
agreements for submission to OFFA by 19 April 2011, they would 
now be doing so still incognisant of the Government’s intentions 
regarding two important variables: the student numbers framework; 
and the residual funding for bands A and B subjects. The Universities 
of Oxford, Cambridge and Exeter had already announced their 
intention to charge the maximum £9,000 fee. The Finance Committee 
and the Council, at their respective meetings on 23 March 2011 and 
24 March 2011, would be confirming the level of fee to apply at UCL 
for 2012-13, bearing in mind the need to provide UCL with a 
sustainable financial future against the background of major 
reductions in funding from the Teaching (T) grant and the Capital 
Investment Framework (CIF).  

 
 22.3 Universities were currently allotted an annual quota of EU/UK 

undergraduate students, with fines imposed for admission of students 
above the HEFCE ‘tolerance band’. Lord Browne of Madingley’s 
independent review of higher education funding and student finance 
had suggested that such control over student numbers was 
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23B Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 
 
 Reported 
 
 23B.1 The relative weightings of research outputs, impact and the research 

environment in the overall quality profile for each submission in the 
REF had been confirmed as 65%, 20% and 15% respectively. Impact 
would be judged by all members of the HEFCE assessment panels, 
not just the user members. 

 
23C Role of the Vice-Provosts 
 
 Reported 
 
 23C.1 In consideration of UCL’s expanding overseas presence, and an 

ever-increasing need for investment in the educational aspect of 
UCL’s activity, the Provost had concluded that the portfolio of the 
Vice-Provost (Academic and International) should be divided 
between two posts. Professor Michael Worton would continue as 
Vice-Provost (International), with the role of Vice-Provost (Education) 
being advertised in the near future. 

 
23D Director of Human Resources 
 
 Reported 
 
 23D.1 The Provost welcomed Nigel Waugh, newly-appointed Director of 

Human Resources, to his first meeting of Academic Board. 
 
 [see also Minute 28A below]  
 
 
 
24 FACULTIES AND ACADEMIC UNITS OF UCL  
 
 Noted 
 
 24.1 
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 24A.8 Professor Tooke stressed the crucial importance of SLMS 

maintaining its ability to be internationally successful, in a rapidly 
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the Director of UCL SERAus reporting to the Vice-Provost (Academic 
and International) (or Vice-Provost (International) in due course – see 
Minute 23.5 above) and ultimately to the Provost.  

 
 Discussion 
 
 24C.2 Operational complications in the case of UCL SERAus (for example 

currency fluctuations or differences between Australian and UK tax and 
employment laws) meant that the Faculty of Engineering Sciences was 
not always best placed to address the range of issues that might arise.  
Moreover, the academic scope of UCL SERAus had rapidly broadened 
beyond engineering so that the academic case for its being part of 
Engineering Sciences was no longer strong. In response to questions 

http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/annreport/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/academic-services/governance/ab/documents/minutes/1011
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26 APPOINTMENTS 
 
 Received 
 
 26.1 APPENDIX AB 3/22 (10-11) – a list of recent appointments (i) of Dean 

of Faculty, (ii) of Heads of Academic Departments and (iii) to 
established Chairs and Readerships tenable at UCL. 

 
 
27 ACTION TAKEN BY THE CHAIR ON BEHALF OF ACADEMIC BOARD 
 
 Noted  
 
 27.1 The Chair had taken action on behalf of AB to approve: 
 

- the Student Accommodation Committee annual report 2009-10; 
- the renaming of the established Richard Cristin Chair of 

Hepatology and the Chair of Geriatric Medicine. 
 
27A Academic Board Working Groups on Established Chairs and Readerships 

tenable at UCL 
 
 Noted  
 
 27A.1 The Chair had taken action on behalf of AB to approve the 

membership of the AB Working Groups on established Chairs and 
Readerships tenable at UCL listed at APPENDIX * AB 3/23 (10-11). 

 
 
28 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
28A Questions to Provost 
 
 Noted 
 
 28A.1 A student member of AB raised a query regarding the ethics of the 

Provost’s recent trip to the Middle East as part of the Prime Minister’s 
delegation. In response, the Provost noted that the invitation to 
accompany the Prime Minister to the Middle East had been a particular 
honour for UCL, the only university represented on the delegation. In 
light of the creation of the UCL campus in Qatar [see Minute 24B above] 
and the many students from that part of the world who were members 
of the UCL community, the Provost considered the trip to be entirely 
legitimate UCL business.   

 
 28A.2 The same student member also raised a query with the Provost about 

a management issue. Clarification was sought by another AB member 
as to whether it was appropriate for such issues to be raised at AB. The 
AB Secretary advised that the Board’s role was to advise the Council 
upon academic matters and questions affecting the educational policy 

                                                                                                                                                         
request to the AB Secretary’s office (telephone 020 7679 8878, internal extension 28878, e-mail – 
n.mcghee@ucl.ac.uk).  
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of UCL. The Provost agreed, nevertheless, to look into the matter 
raised by the student member, of which he had not previously been 
aware.  

 
28B Registry and Academic Services 
 
 Noted 
 
 28B.1 Further to the announcements in the Provost’s all-staff newsletter, 

the Convenor of the AB non-professorial group expressed thanks to 

mailto:tim.perry@ucl.ac.uk

