





3. ICE Software
TAGSELECT, the ICE Tag Selection System. has been developed by the

Survey to automate selection from the alternative word class tags generated
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on the appropriate button. Where the first tag is correct (the majority of
cases), the user simply advances to the next word. If the first tag is not the
correct one, the user highlights an alternative tag. Where the correct
alternative is not shown, a new tag can be added from the list of possible
tags. A sentence window provides context for tagging, tags can be queried,
and both queries and word/tag combinations can be searched for in the
text. The system keeps track of who is selecting or checking each text, only
permitting access by this individual. Progress reports are available at any
time. Version 1.2 of TAGSELECT can be obtained from the Survey, and
requires at least a 286 PC with 2MB of RAM plus Microsoft Windows
version 3.0 or 3.1.

ICECUP, the ICE Corpus Utility Program. is under development at the
Survey to provide a corpus searching and analysis tool for use on the ICE
corpora and beyond. An easy-to-use Windows graphical user interface will
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in text categories containing a minimum of 10 texts. The composition of
ICE-GB is approximately the same as that of the other ICE national
corpora. The categories are listed below, the numbers in parentheses being

the number of texts in each category.

SPOKEN (300)
DIALOGUE (180)
Private (100)
direct conversations (90)

distanced conversations (10)

Public (80)
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broadcast discussions (20)
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parliamentary debates (10)
legal cross-examination (10)
business transactions (10)

MONOLOGUE (120)

Unscripted (70)

spontaneous commentaries (20)
unscripted speeches (30)
demonstrations (10)

legal presentations (10)

Scripted (50)

broadcast news (20)
broadcast talks (20)
speeches (not broadcast) (10)



WRITTEN (200)

NON-PRINTED (50)
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student untimed essays (10)
student examination essays (10)

Correspondence (30):
social letters (15)
business letters (15)

PRINTED (150)

Informational (learned)
humanities (10)

social sciences (10)
natural sciences (10)
technology (10)

informational (popular) (40):
humanities (10)

social sciences (10)

natural sciences (10)
technology (10)

Informational (reportage) (20):
press news reports (20)
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administrative /regulatory

skills /hobbies (10)

Persuasive (10)
press editorials (10
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novels/stories (20)



Survey check that the first tag is correct, and if not they choose another tag
in the list or add a tag not on the list. The Survey’'s TAGSELECT program
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TOSCA Research Group at the University of Nijmegen, directed by Professor
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program and is applying it to ICE-GB using the ICE tagset. In the nexf:
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At the time of writing. 272 of the 500 texts in (OR have haan tar calane~d









Professor H. Nyyssonen University of Oulu. Finland

Mrs A.G. Obermer Michael Marks Charitable Trust

Mr T. Onuma Kenkyusha Press, Tokyo

Dr N. Ostler Department of Trade & Industry

Mr J. Price Routledge

Mr Paul Proctor Cambridge University Press

Mr K. Ricketts BBC

Mr L. Song Institute of Education,
University of London
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Dr W. Teubert University of Mannheim, Germany
Professor J. Thiesmeyer Hobart & William Smith College, USA
Mr D. Tiomajou University of Yaounde, Cameroon
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Department of English, who left in July because of other commitments).
During the summer of 1992 David Elkan was employed to complete the
sub-corpus selection module of ICECUP; he is now beginning an MSc
course in Cognitive Science at the University of Edinburgh. During the
same period three MSC students from the UCL Department of Computer
Science - Riaz Hussan, Richard Wilson, and Tariq Zaidi - worked on

aspects of ICECUP for their degree research projects.
Isaac Ha]legua (recently retired from General Electricl inined ue in Tl
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in a voluntary capacity, generously donating his time and expertise to the

computational side of our work. He has been engaged on improving and

documenting the back-up system, and is now in charge of backing-up our
data.

René Quinault, Akiva Quinn, Oonagh Sayce, and Vladimir éegarac.
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Breivik. L.E. (1990)
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