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guestions. Some of the randomisations in this survey are carried over from the randomisations in
Survey 1.

There are several questions on the survey where we have a list of potential response options, of
which each respondent saw only two (plus a neutral option, worded appropriately for that question).
These “pairwise comparison” questions enable us to assess comparative evaluations made by
respondents in the aggregate across the sample, as each response option will appear in comparison
to all the others (via a Bradley-Terry model).



The survey vendor (YouGov) provided these items from its existing data.

o Age

e Ethnicity

e Gender

e Social grade
e Education

e Sexuality

e Religion



NOTE: The following is what participants saw on screen before undertaking the survey. They could
take part only after giving their consent.

The following questions form part of a research project being conducted by researchers from the
Constitution Unit and the Department of Political Science at University College London (UCL). They
are looking at public views about democracy in the UK. You are invited to take part in the project by
answering these questions. Please read the information below before deciding whether you want to
participate.

: Democracy in the UK after Brexit

: Alan Renwick (a.renwick@ucl.ac.uk)

: Alex Potts (data-
protection@ucl.ac.uk)



mailto:a.renwick@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:data-protection@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:data-protection@ucl.ac.uk

Yes. As with all the YouGov surveys that you fill in, your responses will be completely anonymous.
The UCL research team will never find out who you are. Nor will anyone else outside YouGov.


http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit
mailto:a.renwick@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:ethics@ucl.ac.uk




K. Major public services and industries ought to be in state ownership
L. Itis the government’s responsibility to provide a job for everyone who wants one






C8

It would be better if Scotland became an independent country
It’s better if Scotland remains part of the United Kingdom

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know

It would be better if Northern Ireland left the United Kingdom and became part of a united
Ireland

It's better if Northern Ireland remains part of the United Kingdom

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know






11



Half of the sample were asked the original eleven trade-off questions from Survey 1. This half of the
sample also saw three new trade-off questions.

The other half of the sample saw a different set of fourteen questions. In some cases, these are
simple variants of the original questions. In other cases, they are new.

Half of the sample saw this set of questions, the first eleven of which were repeated from S1.

Which comes closer to your view?

Important policy decisions should generally be taken by independent experts
Important policy decisions should generally be taken by elected politicians

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

Once a decision has been agreed on democratically, people should accept it and move on,
even if they disagree with it

In a democracy, it is good if people continue campaigning against decisions that they
disagree with, even after a decision has been made

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

In politics, the key thing is to get things done, even if sometimes the decisions made are not
perfect

In politics, the key thing is to get things right, even if sometimes that takes a bit longer

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know
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Which comes closer to your view?

e Judges have an important role in ensuring that elected politicians operate within the rules

e Elected politicians must themselves be responsible for ensuring that they act within the
rules

e | agree/disagree with both equally

e Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

e Inademocracy, it is more important to follow the will of the majority
e Inademocracy, it is more important to protect the rights of minorities
e | agree/disagree with both equally

e Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?
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Political decisions can be made in different
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To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with this statement:

The UK needs a strong leader willing to break the rules.

Response options:

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree

Strongly disagree

Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

Government should have the main responsibility for deciding what Parliament discusses and
when it does so

Parliament itself should have the main responsibility for deciding what it discusses and when
it does so

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

MPs should stick to the party line in Parliament, so they are accountable to voters through
their party’s manifesto

MPs should work across party lines in Parliament, and be prepared to compromise in order
to find the best solutions

| agree/disagree with both equally

Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

The Prime Minister of the day should appoint new members to the House of Lords
An independent body should appoint new members to the House of Lords
| agree/disagree with both equally
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o Our country is governed better when the important decisions are made by elected
politicians

e | agree/disagree with both equally

o Don’'t know

Which comes closer to your view?

e When it comes to being honest, all politicians are basically the same

e When it comes to being honest, some politicians are better and others are worse
e | agree/disagree with both equally

e Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

e We need politicians who make compromises with people they disagree with
e We need politicians who stick to their positions

e | agree/disagree with both equally

o Don’'t know

Which comes closer to your view?

o There are clear solutions to most big issues facing the country today
e Most big issues facing the country today don’t have clear solutions
e | agree/disagree with both equally

e Don’t know

Which comes closer to your view?

¢ Onimportant issues, ordinary people generally agree what should be done
¢ Onimportant issues, ordinary people have a wide range of different views
e | agree/disagree with both equally

e Don’'t know
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Respondents were randomly assigned to version A, B, or C.

Version A
How acceptable would it be to you if the UK had a strong leader who was above the law?
Response options:

e 0-10 scale from ‘Not at all acceptable’ to ‘Entirely acceptable’

Version B

How acceptable would it be to you if the UK had a strong leader who did not have to bother with
parliament and elections?

Response options:

e (0-10scale from ‘Not at all acceptable’ to ‘Entirely acceptable’

Version C

Which comes closer to your view?

e Many of the country’s problems could be dealt with more effectively if the government
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Which of these statements best describes your opinion on the present system of governing the UK?
Response options:

1. Itworks extremely well and could not be improved

It could be improved in small ways but mainly works well
It could be improved quite a lot

It needs a great deal of improvement

Don’t know

akrwn

Is it more important for a politician to [A] or to [B]?

Response options:

e [Al

e [B]

e Both are equally important or unimportant
o Don’'t know

[A] and [B] are the same selections from the following list as each individual respondent saw in
Survey 1:

e work hard

e beclever

e Dbeinspiring

e think independently

e be honest

e keep their promises

o follow the rules

e bein touch with ordinary people

o listen to a wide range of views

e explain their actions and decisions

e own up when they make mistakes

e have aclear vision for what they want to do
e setagood example in their private life
e have had a job outside politics

e get things done

21



Please imagine that a future Prime Minister has to choose between [INTEGRITY] and [DELIVERY].
Which should they choose?

Response options are the bracketed INTEGRITY and DELIVERY texts and ‘Don’t know’.
[INTEGRITY]:

e acting honestly

e honouring their promises
e acting within the law

e acting transparently

[DELIVERY]:

e [A1l] delivering the policy that they think is best for the country

e [A2] delivering the policy that is best for the country

e [B1] delivering the policy that most people want

e [B2] delivering the policy that they think most people want

e [C1] delivering what is best for the security of the country

e [C2] delivering the policy that they think is best for the security of the country

Individual respondents saw the same INTEGRITY option as in Survey 1. Respondents who saw
DELIVERY option Al in Survey 1 were randomly assigned either Al or A2. Respondents who saw
DELIVERY option B1 in Survey 1 were randomly assigned either B1 or B2. Respondents who saw
DELIVERY option C1 in Survey 1 were randomly assigned either C1 or C2.

Please imagine that a minister in government has [FAILURE]. Which, if any, of
the following do you think should happen?

Response options:

e The Prime Minister should investigate as he or she sees fit
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Simply leaving out some of the highlighted words would in some cases have produced sentences
that did not make sense, and in others it would have produced a text that was just awkward. We
therefore specified precise text for each of the possible combinations of elements, as set out below.

Initial prompt
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30. PLEASE NOTE:
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, which had 67
members. The assembly’s organisers made sure that its members were representative of the
population of the UK in their different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and
political views. The members met online over six weekends. They were given information
about the issues and heard different arguments. Then they voted on what they thought.
PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, whose members
were selected from the public by lottery. The assembly’s organisers made sure that its
members were representative of the population of the UK in their different ages, genders,
ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The members met online over six
weekends. They were given information about the issues and heard different arguments.
Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly
had 67 members, who were selected from the public by lottery. The assembly’s organisers
made sure that its members were representative of the population of the UK in their
different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The members
met online over six weekends. They were given information about the issues and heard
different arguments. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The members of
the assembly were given information about the issues and heard different arguments. They
got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views among
themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, which had 67
members. The members were given information about the issues and heard different
arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, whose members
were selected from the public by lottery. The members were given information about the
issues and heard different arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence,
and discuss different views among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.
PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly
had 67 members, who were selected from the public by lottery. The members were given
information about the issues and heard different arguments. They got to ask questions,
think about the evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then they voted
on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly’s
organisers made sure that its members were representative of the population of the UK in
their different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The
members were given information about the issues and heard different arguments. They got
to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views among themselves.
Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, which had 67
members. The assembly’s organisers made sure that its members were representative of the
population of the UK in their different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and
political views. The members were given information about the issues and heard different
arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, whose members
were selected from the public by lottery. The assembly’s organisers made sure that its
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73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

members were representative of the population of the UK in their different ages, genders,
ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The members were given information
about the issues and heard different arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the
evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then they voted on what they
thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly
had 67 members, who were selected from the public by lottery. The assembly’s organisers
made sure that its members were representative of the population of the UK in their
different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The members
were given information about the issues and heard different arguments. They got to ask
questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then
they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, whose members
met online. The members were given information about the issues and heard different
arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly with 67
members, who met online. The members were given information about the issues and heard
different arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss
different views among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, whose members
were selected from the public by lottery. The members met online. They were given
information about the issues and heard different arguments. They got to ask questions,
think about the evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then they voted
on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly
had 67 members, who were selected from the public by lottery. The members met online.
They were given information about the issues and heard different arguments. They got to
ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views among themselves.
Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly. The assembly’s
organisers made sure that its members were representative of the population of the UK in
their different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The
members met online. They were given information about the issues and heard different
arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

PLEASE NOTE: These recommendations were made by a citizens’ assembly, which had 67
members. The assembly’s organisers made sure that its members were representative of the
population of the UK in their different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and
political views.
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made sure that its members were representative of the population of the UK in their
different ages, genders, ethnicities, levels of education and political views. The members
met over six weekends. They were given information about the issues and heard different
arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.
90. PLEASE 686 R8 ies geddf(P6 GA 686.02TmA8.0D%1)10( -686.96%6mO[(01C1 Tm[(L)-3(EA[(PTmMO g0 GO2TmA
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met online over six weekends. They were given information about the issues and heard
different arguments. They got to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss
different views among themselves. Then they voted on what they thought.

Response options:

e Strongly agree

e Agree
o Neither agree nor disagree
o Disagree

e Strongly disagree
e Don’t know
Recommendations
Each respondent saw four of the recommendations set out below.

Respondents in treatment condition 1 (no mention of the assembly) did not see the information given
below on levels of support for any of the recommendations. For respondents in all other treatment
conditions, whether they saw this or not was randomised — but each respondent saw it either for all
the recommendations or for none.

¢ When significant new policies are announced by the government there should be an
opportunity for full parliamentary scrutiny before decisions are made.

0 Supported by 96% of assembly members

e When voting on new laws that were not key election pledges, MPs should have permission
to vote in a way that represents the views of their constituents without penalty, particularly
on issues that directly affect their constituency even if that is against the position of their

party.
0 Supported by 93% of assembly members

o MPs must be able to ensure that issues with significant public support are raised in
parliament, debated publicly and decided, even if they are not supported by the
government.

0 Supported by 95% of assembly members

o The government should propose when parliament goes to recess, but MPs should be able to
debate and amend the proposal before a vote in parliament. Government can however
recall parliament in the case of exceptional circumstance / emergency.

Note: A parliamentary ‘recess’ is any week when MPs are not meeting in the House of
Commons, but can be working in their constituencies.

0 Supported by 91% of assembly members

e A petition signed by half of the elected MPs should be able to demand that parliament is
recalled from recess to debate important decisions.
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The use of referendums should be restricted to when there are clearly defined, but
contentious, choices where the consequences of the decision can be accurately set out in
advance.

0 Supported by 90% of assembly members

When a referendum is called there should be an impartial, non-political body that is
responsible for providing the public with clear, unbiased, factual information that they can
use to understand the issues involved.

0 Supported by 96% of assembly members

Referendums should only be considered as binding instructions to government if there is a
supermajority result. 50% + 1 support is not enough to be considered a mandate from
society.

0 Supported by 76% of assembly members

Lying or intentionally misleading parliament should be able to be identified as ‘contempt of
parliament’. As well as being made to give a public apology, MPs who break this rule should
be fined or otherwise punished.

0 Supported by 98% of assembly members

Existing ways of ensuring that elected representatives behave honestly and selflessly are not
working well. Greater involvement of independent regulators is needed.

Note: A regulator is a person or organisation responsible for making sure that individuals and
groups follow particular standards and do not break the law.

0 Supported by 95% of assembly members
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Where respondents saw one of these recommendations, it was the last one that they saw. Similarly,
for respondents who randomly got both of these recommendations, they were the last two that they

Saw.

Deliberative processes (such as citizens’ assemblies) should be used on divisive issues that
are really important to people, either locally or nationally, and widely publicised and
scrutinised so that they become trusted by the public and politicians.

Note: A citizens’ assembly is a group of people are selected by lottery, in much the same way
as for jury service. Organisers try to make sure people of different ages, genders, ethnicities,
class backgrounds and political views are represented. These people are given information
about the issue and hear different arguments. They get to ask questions, think about the
evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then they vote on what they think
and their conclusions are made public.

0 Supported by 93% of assembly members.

Citizens’ assemblies should be convened to advise on and sense-check new laws proposed
by the government that are outside their manifesto commitments, as a formal mechanism
of public scrutiny of new proposals. Their findings should be published.

Note: A citizens’ assembly is a group of people are selected by lottery, in much the same way
as for jury service. Organisers try to make sure people of different ages, genders, ethnicities,
class backgrounds and political views are represented. These people are given information
about the issue and hear different arguments. They get to ask questions, think about the
evidence, and discuss different views among themselves. Then they vote on what they think
and their conclusions are made public.

0 Supported by 80% of assembly members.

One possible way to resolve a difficult political issue is to get a group of ordinary people together in
what’s called a “Citizens’ Assembly”.

In this approach, a group of people are selected by lottery, in much the same way as for jury service.
Organisers try to make sure people of different ages, genders, ethnicities, class backgrounds and
political views are represented. These people are given information about the issue and hear
different arguments. They get to ask questions, think about the evidence, and discuss different views
among themselves. Then they vote on what they think and their conclusions are made public.

To what extent would you support or oppose having this kind of Citizens’ Assembly become part of
how the UK decides difficult political issues?

Strongly support

Support

Neither support nor oppose
Oppose

Strongly oppose
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Don’t know
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o discussing the issue on social media

e signing a petition

e taking part in a public consultation about the issue

e taking partin citizens’ assemblies

e voting for election candidates who share their views
e running for election to Parliament

Thinking now about how an ideal democracy would work, should people be able to have more
impact by [A] or by [B]?

Response options were a pair from the list below, plus ‘Both should have the same impact’, ‘Neither
should have any impact’, and ‘Don’t Know’.

[A] and [B] were two random selections from the following list:

e writing to their MPs

e becoming active in political parties

e organising within their local communities
e attending political meetings

e donating money to campaign groups

e taking part in street protests

e taking part in strikes

e contacting the media

o discussing issues on social media

e signing petitions

e taking part in public consultations

e taking part in citizens’ assemblies

e voting for election candidates who shared their views
e voting on issues in referendums

e running for election to Parliamentare

To what extent, if at all, would you ideally like to get involved in politics more than you are?

Response options:
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Version A

Please imagine there is a dispute over whether the government has the legal authority to decide a
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All respondents saw the same [PROBLEM] as for the equivalent question in survey 1. A quarter of
respondents saw
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