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1. I should make clear from the outset that | am not a fan of binary referendums or border
polls to resolve complex, existential, zero-sum questions to do with separatism, national



eminent Norwegian human rights lawyer, Torkel Opsahl, canvassed public opinion for ways
out of Northern Ireland's violent deadlock and published an influential report (also published
as a best-selling book) containing ideas from around 3,000 people. The Opsahl Report has
been widely recognised as one of the seeds out of which the Northern Ireland peace process
grew.

6. Mallon stressed the importance of a new Opsahl-type initiative



