




What qualities make a good university? And what makes an outstanding 
university? Three major league tables published in 2006 put UCL in that 
latter category: ranked 25th in the whole world and fourth in Europe. We 
affect to disdain the methodology of these studies; we know that even to 
start to rank universities in this simplistic way is nonsense on stilts (as 
Jeremy Bentham would have put it); yet we enjoy some modest satisfaction 
in the outcome. 

For these tables are having an increasing infl uence on how others see us 
and on wider thinking about the qualities and performance of universities in a 
knowledge-led world. 

We have celebrated over the past year the 180th anniversary of our 
foundation and reaffi rmed the radical values that drove our founders to open 
up higher education to those previously excluded by reason of social class, 
wealth or religious affi liation. 





New UCL SSEES building
The new home of the UCL School of Slavonic 
& East European Studies (UCL SSEES) was 
offi cially opened in October 2005. The building 
was designed and built to a unique ‘green’ 
specifi cation, and is intended as a model of 
environmentally friendly construction, with its 
use of ecologically friendly cooling and heating 
systems. In June 2006, the newly rehoused UCL 
SSEES received an additional boost, when a 
consortium headed by the school was awarded 
£5.6 million in funding from HEFCE, the AHRC 
and the ESRC to set up a Centre for East 
European Language-Based Area Studies, in 
collaboration with other designated UK 
partner institutions. 

$25.3 million for HIV vaccine 
research
Professor Robin Weiss (UCL Infection & 
Immunity) will lead an international research 
consortium in the search for an HIV vaccine, 
thanks to a $25.3 million (c£13.8 million) grant 
to UCL. Under Professor Weiss’s lead, UCL will 
coordinate an extensive research programme 
involving scientists in academic institutions and 
biotech labs across seven European countries, as 
well as doctors in the USA and Africa. The grant 
is one of the largest awards in a $287 million, 
fi ve-year programme of 16 grants provided by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to establish 
an international network of HIV vaccine discovery 
consortia, known collectively as the Collaboration 
for AIDS Vaccine Discovery. 

UCL Bartlett top for architecture 
– again
Readers of ‘The Architects’ Journal’ once again 
























