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MBA Qualification Descriptor 
 

 
The Master of Business Administration (MBA) qualification at UCL is awarded to students 
demonstrating the knowledge, skills, attributes and values required to successfully fulfil senior 
leadership roles in complex and changing environments. 
 
Programmes of study leading to the award of UCL’s MBA qualification must demonstrate the following 
characteristics in their design and delivery: 
 
1. The MBA qualification forms part of UCL’s professional education portfolio aimed at enabling the 

professional development of students with management and leadership experience. Programmes 
must be designed, delivered and marketed accordingly, and should utilise the professional 
experience already within each cohort throughout and beyond the programme.  

 
2. The MBA qualification at UCL is aimed at students with previous work experience and particularly 

suits those who have demonstrated their potential to take on more senior leadership 
responsibilities. The amount and nature of the previous work experience required will be carefully 
considered and explained in the programme’s entry requirements and will actively inform the 
design of the programme. This must be at least
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systematic understanding of knowledge, a critical awareness of current problems at the forefront 
of the academic discipline, a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own 
research, originality in the application of knowledge and an ability to evaluate critically. Methods of 
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